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(For  the  Friendly  Visitor.) 

AFFLICJTONS  SALUTARY. 

Man  was  made  for  Heaven  ;  but  with  the 
faculties  which  he  possessed,  had  he  been 
placed  there  at  once,  he  mij^ht  liave  dis¬ 
turbed  the  harmony  of  those  happy  regions 
by  rebellion,  as  the  apostate  angels  had 
done.  Wherefore,  that  he  might  be  puri¬ 
fied  before  he  went  there,  he  was  placed 
here,  in  a  probationary  state,  that  all  the 
ebullitions  of  the  corru()t  affections  bf  the 
heart  might  subside  by  frequent  agitation 
aiid  fermentation  ;  and  he  thereby  become 
pure  and  blameless  before  his  God  :  being 
purified  and  made  white  through  the  blood 
of  Jesus— the  Lamb  of  God  slain  from 
the  foundation  of  the  ivorld. 

Hence  the  afflictions  and  troubles  of 
men  in  this  world.  Whom  the  Lord  lov- 
eth  he  chasteneth,  even  as  a  father  a  son 
in  whom  he  delighteth. 

Afflictions  are  necessary  to  purge  away 
the  dross  of  the  heart.  Gold  is  tried  in 
tlie  fire,  and  acceptable  men  in  the  furnace 
of  adversity. 

Afflictions  wean  the  soul  from  this  world, 
where  we  naturally  wish  to  make  our 
abode ;  which  is  beautifully  described  by 
tile  poet,  thus  : — 

Our  hearts  are  fastened  to  this  world 
By  strong  and  endless  ties  ; 

But  every  sorrow  cuts  a  string, 

And  Urges  us  to  rise. 

If  we  were  not  afflicted,  we  should  never 
.  i>e  willing  to  exchange  this  world,  even 
for  the  enjoyment  of  Heaven.  This  world 
*s  so  completely  suited  to  our  compound 
nature^  that  until  we  are  purged  by  adver¬ 
sity,  we  are  not  capable  of  renouncing  it 
as  we  must  do,  to  be  fitted  for  Heaven. 

Before  I  was  afflicted,  said  the  Psalmist, 
I  went  astray ;  but  now  have  I  kept  thy 
word.  And  the  law — as  powerfully  as  it 
operated  against  the  worldly  man — is  nev¬ 
ertheless  said  to  have  been  our  school- 
ntaster  to  bring  us  to  Christ. 


SSXiBCT  VAaZBTXBS. 


As  many  people  use  the  term  Arroiniao, 
without  understanding  the  doctrine,  and  bow  it 
came  to  be  used,  we  thought  it  would  be  wall 
to  give  the  following  account  from  Back’s  Dic¬ 
tionary  for  their  information.  Episcopalians 
generally,  Methodists,  Quakers,  and  some  others, 
profess  to  believe  them  mostly  to  be  grounded 
on  Scripture,  though  they  do  not  profess  to 
vindicate  them  wholly, 

Arminians,  persons  who  follow  the 
doctrines  of  Arminius,  who  was  pastor  at 
Amsterdam,  and  afterwards  professor  of 
divinity  at  Leyden.  Arminius  had  been 
educated  in  the  opinions  pf  Calvin ;  but, 
thinking  the  doctrine  of  that  great  man 
with  regard  to  free  will,  predestination, 
and  grace,  too  severe,  he  began  to  express 
his  doubts  concerning  them  in  the  year 
1591  ;  anti  farther  inquiry,  adopted 
the  sentimenSPof  those  whose  religious 
system  extends  the  love  of  the  Supreme 
Being  and  the  merits  of  Jesus  CKrist  to  all 
mankind.  The  Arminians  are  also  called 
Remonstrants,  because,  in  l6ll,they  pre¬ 
sented  a  remonstrance  to  the  states-general, 
wherein  they  state  their  grievances,  and 
pray  for  relief. 

The  distinguishing  tenets  of  the  Armin¬ 
ians  may  be  comprised  in  the  five  following 
articles  relative  to  predestination,  universal 
redemption,  the  corruption  of  man,  con¬ 
version,  and  perseverance,  viz. 

I.  That  God,  from  all  eternity  deter¬ 
mined  to  bestow  salvation  on  those  who 
he  foresaw  would  persevere  unto  the  end  ; 
and  to  inflict  everlasting  punishments  on 
those  who  should  continue  in  their  unbe¬ 
lief,  and  resist  his  divine  succours ;  so  that 
election  was  conditional,  and  reprobation 
in  like  manner  the  result  of  foreseen  infi¬ 
delity  and  persevering  wickedness. 

II.  That  Jesus  Christ  by  his  sufferings 
and  death,  made  an  atonement  for  the  sins 
of  all  mankind  in  general,'  and  pf  every 
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individual  in  particular;  that,  however, 
none  but  those  who  believe  in  him  can  be 
partakers  of  divine  benefits. 

III.  That  true  faith  cannot  proceed 
from  the  exercise  of  our  natural  faculties 
and  powers,  nor  from  the  force  and  opera¬ 
tion  of  free  will ;  since  man  in  consequence 
of  his  natural  corruption,  is  incapable 
either  of  thinking  or  doing  any  good  thing ; 
and  that,  therefore,  it  is  necessary,  in 
order  to  his  conversion  and  salvation,  that 
he  be  regenerated  and  renewed  by  the 
operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  the 
gift  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ. 

IV.  That  th  is  divine  grace,  or  energy 
of  the  Holy  Gho^t,  begins  and  perfects 
every  thing  that  can  be  called  good  in 
man,  and,  consequently,  all  good  works 
are  to  be  attributed  to  God  alone ;  that, 
nevertheless,  this  grace  is  offered  to  all, 

'  and  does  not  force  men  to  act  against 
their  inclinations,  but  may  be  resisted 
and  rendered  ineffectual  by  the  perverse 
will  of  the  impenitent*  sinner.  Some  mo¬ 
dern  Anninians  interpret  this  and  the  last 

•  article  with  a  greater  latitude. 

V.  That  God  gives  to  the  truly  faithful 
who  are  regenerated  by  his  grace  the 
means  of  preserving  themselves  in  this 
state.  The  first  Anninians,  indeed,  had 
some  doubt  with  respect  to  the  closing 
part  of  this  article;  but  their  followers 
uniformly  maintain  ‘^that  the  regenerate 
may  lose  true  justifying  fait:^  fall  from  a 
state  of  grace,  and  die  in  thjpsins.’^ 

After  the  appointment  of  Arminius  to 
the  theological  chair  at  Leyden,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  avow  and  vindicate  the  prin¬ 
ciples  w'hich  he  had  embraced ;  and  the 
freedom  with  which  he  published  and 
defended. them,  exposed  him  to  the  resent¬ 
ment  of  those  that  adhered  to  the  theologi¬ 
cal  system  of  Geneva,  which  then  prevailed 
ill  Holland  ;  hut  iiLs  principal  opponent 
was  Gomar,  his  colleague.  The  contro¬ 
versy  which  was  thus  bciiiin  became  more 
general  after  the  death  of  Arminius  in  llie 
yt'ar  1 609,  and  threatened  to  involve  the 
l-nited  Provinces  in  civil  discord.  The 
Arminian  tenets  gained  ground  under  the 
mild  and  favourable  treatment  of  the  ma¬ 
gistrates  of  Holland,  and  were  adopte<l  by 
several  persons  of  merit  and  distinction. 
The  Calvinists  or  Goniarists,  as  they  were 
now  called,  appealed  to  a  national  synod  ; 
accordingly,  the  synod  of  Dort  was  conven¬ 
ed,  by  order  of  the  stales-general  in  l6l8; 
and  was  composed  of  ecelesiaslical  depu- 
fi's  from  the  United  Provinces  as  well  as 


from  the  reformed  churches  of  England, 
Hessia,  Bremen,  Switzerland,  and  the 
Palatinate.  The  principal  advocates  in 
favour  of  the  Arminians  was  Episcopius, 
who  at  that  time  was  professor  of  divinity 
at  Leyden.  It  was  first  proposed  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  principal  subjects  in  dispute,  that 
the  Arminians  should  be  allowed  to  state 
and  vindicate  the  grounds  on  which  their 
opinions  were  founded ;  but,  some  differ¬ 
ence  arising  as  to  the  proper  mode  of 
conducting  the  debate,  the  Arminians  were 
excluded  from  the  assembly,  their  case 
was  tried  in  their  absence,  and  they  were 
pronounced  guilty  of  pestilential  errors, 
and  condemned  as  corrupters  of  the  true 
religion.  A  curious  account  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  above  synod  may  be  seen 
in  a  series  of  letters  written  by  Mr.  John 
Hales,  who  was  present  on  the  occasion. 

In  consequence  of  the  above-mentioned 
decision,  the  Arminians  were  considered 
as  enemies  to  their  country,  and  its  estab¬ 
lished  religion,  and  were  much  persecuted. 
They  were  treated  with  great  severity, 
and  deprived  of  all  their  posts  and  em¬ 
ployments;  their  ministers  were  silenced, 
and  their  congregations,  suppressed.  The 
great  Barneveldt  was  beheaded  on  a  scaf¬ 
fold  ;  and  the  learned  Grotius,  being  con¬ 
demned  to  perpetual  imprisonment,  fled, 
and  took  refuge  in  France. 

After  the  death  of  prince  Maurice,  who 
had  been  a  violent  partizan  in  favour  of 
the  Gomarists,  in  the  year  l625,  the  Ar¬ 
minian  exiles  were  restored  to  their  former 
reputation  and  tranquility ;  and,  under 
the  toleration  of  the  stale,  they  erected 
churches  and  founded  a  college  at  Amster¬ 
dam,  appointing  Episcopius  the  first  theo¬ 
logical  professor.  The  Arminian  system 
has  very  much  prevailed  in  England  since 
the  time  of  Archbishop  Laud,  and  its 
votaries  in  other  countries  are  very  nume¬ 
rous.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  a 
majority  of  the  clergy  in  both  the  estab¬ 
lished  churches  of  Great  Britain  favour  the 
Arminian  system,  notwithstanding  their 
articles  are  strictly  Calvinistic.  The 
niuiie  of  Mr.  John  Wesley  hardly  need  be 
mentioned  here.  Every  one  knows  what 
an  advocate  he  was  for  the  tenets  of  Ar- 
minius,  and  the  success  he  met  with. 

If.  riches  are  not  our  portion,  we  can 
give  but  feeble  succour  to  the  unfortuoatej 
but  let  us  comfort  them  under  their  ha|d- 
ships,  and  inspire  them  with  happy  hop4s» 
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ANECDOTE. 

From  C — ,  a  Local  Reader ^  1822. 

On  the  l6th  instant,  I  set  off  early  to  a 
village  called  C — ;  and  on  ray  way  met 
with  a  man  who  invited  me  to  his  house, 
where  a  pilgrim  had  lodged  the  preced¬ 
ing  night,  on  his  way  to  L — .  On  my 
arrival,  I  found  the  pilgrim  preparing  for 
his  journey.  In  the  course  of  conversa¬ 
tion,  I  asked  him  how  he  expected  to  get 
to  heaven  ?  He  gave  me  a  long  account 
of  his  works,  that  he  was  to  fast  on  one 
meal  a  day  till  he  arrived  at  the  Holy 
Lough,  and  was  then  to  punish  his  body 
by  fasting  and  performing  stations,  and 
that  was  the  way  to  eternal  life.  I  answer¬ 
ed,  that  if  this  was  the  only  way  of  salva¬ 
tion,  Christ  in  his  word  had  uttered  an 
untruth.  He  replied,  that  he  was  ignorant 
of  the  Scriptures,  and  he  could  not  read 
Irish.  I  then  read  to  him  such  portions 
of  Scripture  as  wer^*  calculated  to  inform 
his  judgment,  which  appeared  to  produce 
a  good  effect ;  for  on  my  closing  the  book, 
he  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  inquired  where 
he  could  purchase  an  English  Testament ; 
that  he  came  from  a  remote  part  of  the 
C —  of  M — ,  and  never  heard  a  word  of 
the  Testament  before.  I  presented  him 
with  my  English  Testament ;  on  which 
he  lifted  up  his  hands  and  eyes  to  heaven, 
and  thanked  God,  the  Society,  and  me, 
for  the  book,  which  he  said  he  esteemed 
the  greatest  treasure  in  the  world.  He 
proceeded  no  further  in  his  intended  jour¬ 
ney,  but  returned  home  rejoicing,  with  his 
Testament  in  his  pocket. 


THE  LEFT  EYE, 

A  Calmuc  Tale,  translated  from  the  Russian. 

A  rich  old  man,  who  resided  at  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  camp,  quite  apart  from  the 
rest,  iiad  three  daughters,  the  youngest  of 
whom,  named  Kookju^  was  as  much  dis¬ 
tinguished  for  her  beauty  as  for  her  extra¬ 
ordinary  wisdom. 

^One  morning  as  he  was  about  driving 
his  cattle  for  sale  to  the  Chan’s  market¬ 
place,  he  begged  his  daughters  to  tell  him 
what  presents  they  wished  him  to  bring  to 
them  on  his  return.  The  two  eldest  asked 
him  for  trinkets ;  but  the  handsome  and 
Kookju  said  that  she  wanted  no  pre¬ 
set,  but  that  she  had  a  request  to  mak^ 
which  it  would  be  difficult  and  even  dan¬ 
gerous  for  him  to  execute.  Upon  which 


the  father,  who  loved  her  more  than  the 
two  others,  swore  that  he  would  do  her 
wish,  though  it  were  at  the  price  of  his 
life.  ^‘If  it  be  so,”  replied  Kookju, 
beg  you  do  as  follows:  sell  all  your  cattle 
except  the  short-tailed  ox,  and  ask  no  other 
price  for  it  except  the  Chants  left  eye.” — 
The  old  man  was  startled ;  however  re¬ 
membering  his  oath,  and  confiding  in  his 
daughter’s  wisdom,  he  resolved  to  do  as 
she  bade  him. 

After  having  sold  all  his  cattle,  and 
being  asked  for  the  price  of.  the  short-tailed 
ox,  he  said  that  he  would  sell  it  for  nothing 
else  but  the  Chan’s  left  eye.  The  report 
of  this  singular  and  daring  request  soon 
reached  the  ears  of  the  Chan’s  courtiers. 
At  first  they  admonished  him  not  to  use 
such  an  offensive  speech  against  the  Sov¬ 
ereign  ;  but  when  they  found  that  he  per¬ 
severed  in  his  strange  demand,  they  bound 
him  and  carried  him  as  a  mad-man  before 
the  (  han.  The  old  man  threw  himself  at 
the  Prince’s  feet,  and  confessed  that  his 
demand  had  been  made  at  the  request  of 
his  daughter,  of  w’hose  motives  he  w^as 
perfectly  ignorant :  and  the  Chan,  suspect¬ 
ing  that  some  secret  must  be  hidden  under 
this  extraordinaiy  request,  dismissed  the 
old  man,  under  the  condition  that  he  would 
bring  him  that  daughter  who  had  made  it. 
Kookju  appeared,  and  the  Chan  asked  : 

Why  didst  thou  instruct  thy  father  to 
demand  my  left  eye  ?” 

^^BecauslfeJ  exj)ected,  my  Prince,  that 
after  so  strange  a  request,  curiosity  would 
urge  thee  to  send  for  me.” 

“  And  wherefore  dost  thou  desire  to  see 
me 

“  I  wish  to  tell  thee  a  truth  important  to 
thyself  and  thy  people.”  . 

‘•Name  it !” 

“  Prince,”  replied  Kookju,  “  when  tw'o 
persons  appear  before  thee  in  a  cause,  the 
wealthy  and  noble  generally  stand  on  thy 
right  hand,  whilst  the  poor  and  humble 
stand  on  thy  left.  I  have  heard  in  my  soli¬ 
tude  that  thou  most  frequently  favourest  the 
noble  and  rich. — This  is  the  reason  why  1 
persuaded  my  father  to  ask  for  thy  Left 
Eye  ;  it  being  of  no  use  to  thee,  since  thou 
never  seest  the  poor  and  unprotected.” 

The  Chan,  incensed  and  surprised  at 
the  daring  of  this  maiden,  commanded  his 
court  to  try  her. — The  court  was  opened, 
and  the  president,  who  was  the  eldest 
Lama,  proposed  they  should  try,  whether 
her  strange  proceeding  was  the  effect  of 
malice  or  of  wisdom. 
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Their  first  step  was  to  send  to  Kookju 
a  log  of  wood^'  cut  even  on  all  sides,  order¬ 
ing  her  to  find  out  which  was  the  root  and 
which  the  top  ?  Kookju  threw  it  into  the 
water,  and  soon  knew  the  answer,  on  see¬ 
ing  the  root  sinking,  whilst  the  top  rose  to 
the  surface. 

After  this  they  sent  two  snakes,  in  order 
to  determine  which  was  a  male  and  which 
was  a  female.  The  wise  maiden  laid  them 
on  cotton,  and  on  seeing  that  one  coiled 
herself  up  in  a  ring,  whilst  the  other  crept 
away,  she  judged  that  (he  latter  was  a 
male  and  the  former  a  female. 

From  these  trials  the  court  was  convinced 
that  Kookju  had  not  olfended  the  Chan 
from  motives  of  malice,  hut  the  inspiration 
of  wisdom  granted  her  from  ab<we.  Cut 
not  so  the  Chan :  his  vanity  was  hurt ; 
and  he  resolved  to  puzzle  ht?r  with  ques¬ 
tions,  in  order  to  prove  that  she  was  not 
wise,  fie  therefore  ordered  her  before 
him,  and  asked ! 

“On  sending  a  number  of  maidens  into 
the  wood  to  gather  apples,  which  of  them 
would  bring  home  most  r’’ 

“She,’’  replied  Kookju,  “ who,  instead 
of  climbing  up  the  trees,  remains  bidow 
and  picks  up  those  which  have  fallen  off 
from  maturity  or  the  shaking  of  the  branch¬ 
es.” 

The  Chan  then  led  her  to  a  fen,  and 
asked  her  which  would  he  the  readiest  way 
to  get  over  it:  and  Kookju  said,  “to 
cro>s  it  would  be  the  farthest,  going  round, 
nearest.”  The  ('ban  fell  vexed  at  the 
readiness  and  propriety  of  her  replies ; 
and,  after  having  reflected  for  some  time, 
he  again  inquired ; 

“  WHiich  is  the  safest  means  of  becoming 
known  to  many?” 

“  By  assisting  many  that  are  unknown  ” 

“Which  is  the  surest  means  of  always 
leading  a  virtuous  life?” 

“To  ht'gin  every  morning  wdtli  prayer, 
and  conclude  every  evening  with  a  good 
action.” 

“Who  is  trtily  wise?” 

“He  w’ho  does  not  believe  himself  so.” 

“Which  are  the  requisites  of  a  good 
wife  ?” 

“  She  should  be  beautiful  as  a  pea-hen, 
gentle  as  a  lamb,  prudent  as  a  mouse,  just 
as  a  faithful  mirror,  pure  as  the  scale  of  a 
fish;  she  must  mourn  for  her  deceased 
husband  like  a  she-camel,  and  live  in  her 
wklowhood  like  a  bird  which  has  lost  its 
wings.” 

The  Chan  was  astonislied  at  the  wis¬ 


dom  of  the  fair  Kookju  ;  yet,  enraged  at 
her  having  reproached  him  with  injustice, 
he  still  w’ished  to  destroy  her. 

After  a  few  days  he  thought  he  had 
found  the  means  lor  attaining  his  object. 
He  sent  for  her  and  asked  the  true  worth 
of  all  his  treasures  ;  after  wliich  he  pro¬ 
mised  to  absolve  her  iVoin  malice  in  ques¬ 
tioning  his  justice,  and  to  admit  timt  she 
-intended  as  a  wise  woman,  merely  to  warn 
him. 

The  maiden  consented,  yet  under  the 
condition  that  the  Chan  would  promise 
her  implicit  obedience  to  her  commands 
for  four  days.  She  requested  that  he 
would  eat  no  food  during  that  time.  On 
the  last  day,  she  placed  a  dish  of  meat  be¬ 
fore  him,  and  said,  “  Confess,  O  Chan  ! 
that  all  ihy  treasures  are  not  worili  as  much 
as  this  joint  of  meat !”  The  Chan  was  so 
struck  with  the  truth  of  her  remark,  that 
lie  confessed  the  truth  of  it,  acknowle  dged 
her  as  wise,  married  her  to  his  son,  and 
permitted  her  constantly  to  remind  him  to 
use  his  Left  Eye. 

CHRISTIAN  SIMPLICITY  OF  CONVERTED 
NEGROES. 

The  following  remarks  of  one  of  the 
Christian  Negroes  form  a  simple  and  for¬ 
cible  illustration  of  the  Apostle’s  words — 
/  tens  alive y  without  the  law,  once  ;  hut^ 
when  the  commandment  came^  sin  ntvivedy 
and  I  died : — 

“  Yesterday  morning  when  you  preachy 
you  shew  me  that  the  law  be  our  school¬ 
master  to  bring  us  to  Christ.  You  talk 
about  the  ten  commandments.  You  begin  at 
the  first,  and  me  say  to  myself,  “  Me  guil¬ 
ty  !” — the  second:  “Me  guilty!” — the 
third:  “Me  guilty!” — the  fourth:  “Me 
guilty  !” — the  fifth  :  “  Me  guilty  !” — Then 
you  say  the  sixth — Thou  shalt  not  kill. 
Me  say,  “Ah  !  me  no  guilty  !  me  never 
kill  some  person.”  You  say,  “  I  sup¬ 
pose  plenty  people  live  here,  who  say — 
Me  no  guilty  of  that !”  Me  say  again 
in  my  heart,  “  Ah  !  me  no  guilty.”  Then 
you  say,  “  Did  you  never  hate  any  person  ? 
— Did  you  never  wish  that  such  a  person, 
such  a  man,  or  such  a  woman,  w  as  dead  ?” 
Massa,  you  talk  plenty  about  that;  and 
what  I  feel  that  time  I  can’t  tell  you.  I 
talk  in  my  heart,  and  say,  “  Me  the  same 
person  !”  My  heart  begin  to  heat — me 
w  ant  to  cry — my  heart  heave  so  much  me 
don't  know  what  to  do.  Massa,  me  think 
me  kill  T£.\  people  before  breakfast  !  t 
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never  think  I  so  bad.  Afterward  you  talk 
about  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  how  He  take 
all  our  sin.  I  think  I  stand  the  same  like 
a  person  that  have  a  big  stone  upon  him 
head,  and  can’t  ^walk — want  to  fall  down. 
0  IVUssa  !  I  have  trouble  too  much — I  no 
sleep  all  night.  (Wept  much.)  I  hope 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  will  take  my  sins 
from  me !  Suppose  He  no  save  me.  I 
shall  go  to  hell  for  ever.” 

Of  the  simplicity  loith  which  the  Chris- 
tian  Negroes  apply  the  Scriptures  to  their 
own  cases y  Mr.  Johnson  gives  several  in¬ 
stances.  At  one  of  the  Saturday  evening 
Meetings,  a  man  said — 

“  Massa,  them  words  you  talk  last  Sun¬ 
day  morning  sweet  very  much  to  my  heart ; 
they  comfort  me,  for  true.  That  time  me 
come  to  church,  me  so  much  trouble — my 
heart  full  up  with  sin.  Me  stand  the  same 
like  sick  person.  Oh  me  so  sorry  for  my 
sin  !  Me  sit  down,  and  by  and  by,  when 
you  begin  talk  them  words  in  Matt.  ix.  12, 
you  say,  Sick  people  want  doctor ;  but 
then  people  no  sick  no  want  doctor.”  Me 
say,  Ah !  that  true ;  suppose  me  no 
sick,  me  can’t  go  for  doctor.”  By  and  by 
you  ask,  ‘‘  Who  is  sick  in  this  congrega¬ 
tion  and  then  you  tell  us  who  them  sick 
people  be  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  talk  about 
in  the  Bible  ;  and  then  you  begin  to  talk 
about  them  heart-sick  people.  Ah,  Massa! 
what  you  talk  about  them,  same  thing  live  in 
my  heart ;  and  me  say,  ‘‘  Them  words  God 
send  to  me  this  day  I”  By  and  by,  you  talk 
about  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ — Him  the  doc¬ 
tor  for  heart-sick  people.  Oh  them  words 
make  me  glad  !  You  talk  plenty  about 
the  medicine  he  give  ;  and  that  he  take 
no  money — he  give  it  freely.  O  Massa  ! 
that  make  me  so  glad.  That  time  me  go 
home,  me  comfort  very  nn>ich.  Thank 
Ciod  !  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  take  him  own 
blood  for  medicine,  and  take  all  my  sin 
away.” 

PROVIDENTIAL  ESCAPE. 

As  his  Majesty’s  ship  Leven,  Capt. 
Bartholomew,  was  lying  at  Terceira,  one 
of  the  W^tern  Islands,  (in  1819)  a  tem¬ 
pest  aros^e,  which,  from  its  violence,  coin- 
pt*lled  them  to  put  to  sea  :  every  precau¬ 
tion  was  adopted,  without  loss  ol'  time,  to 
prevent  the  ship  from  being  tilled  with 
"^ater,  the  waves  breaking  over  the  masts 
Had  yards,  and  threatening  instant  destruc¬ 
tion  ;  when,  unfortunately,  one  of  the  port 
holes  waft  stove  in,  by  the  anchor  getting 
^oose,  which  circumstance  greatly  increas- 
t*d  their  perilous  situation. 


During  the  time  of  making  it  secure,  a 
seaman,  named  Esterby,was  washed  over¬ 
board,  when,  from  the  raging  of  the  sea, 
but  little  hopes  appeared  of  saving  him 
from  a  watery  grave.  To  lower  the  boat 
was  impossible,  and  presented  instant  de¬ 
struction  to  all  who  should  venture  there¬ 
in  ;  and,  therefore,  as  the  only  means  of 
saving  the  man,  ropes  were  thrown  to¬ 
wards  him  in  expectation  that  he  might 
reach  one.  He  did  so,  and  his  mess-mates 
were  in  the  act  of  hauling  him  .to  the  ship, 
when  he,  by  some  accident,  was  obliged 
to  relinquish  his  hold.  Still  anxious  to 
save  him,  the  ropes  were  thrown  a  second 
time,  when  the  unfortunate  man  again 
caught  hold  of  ilu»m.  Joy  gladdened  the 
hearts  of  all.  The  pleasure  of  saving  a 
fellow-creature  from  destruction  was  con¬ 
spicuous  in  their  countenances ;  and,  ani¬ 
mated  by  one  feeling,  they  seemed  regard¬ 
less  of  their  own  danger. 

This  feeling,  the  characteristic  of  Brit¬ 
ish  tars,  was  of  but  short  duration,  for  the 
man  being  much  exhausted,  a  second  time 
quitted  his  hold,  and  was  carried  further 
than  ever  from  the  ship  !  The  sensation 
this  fresh  accident  excited  will  be  more 
readily  conceived  than  described,  and  the 
poor  fellow  was  reluctantly  left  by  bis  com¬ 
panions  to  that  fate  which  was  totally  be¬ 
yond  their  power  to  avert. 

Soon  aft<  r  the  poor  man  was  seen  com¬ 
ing  on  the  summit  of  a  wave  towards  the 
ship,  as  if  the  sea  was  tired  of  tossing  him 
about,  and  deter qpim^l  to  restore  him  to 
the  situation  from  whence  he  had  been 
driven.  The  wave  on  which  he  was  borne, 
in  an  instant  broke  over  the  ship,  when 
the  man,  almost  dead,  was  caught  by  some 
of  his  mess-mates  and  thus  saved  from 
certain  destruction.  Every  care  and  at¬ 
tention  was  of  course  shewn  to  him,  and 
hi  a  short  lime  he  was  again  enabled  to 
resume  his  former  duties ;  and,  we  hope, 
w'ilJ  manifest  his  gratitude  to  God  for  such  a 
signal  deliverance. 

o 

JOY  AND  CHEERFULNES?. 

Wk  are  for  Joys  of  our  own  creation ; 
but  we  may  as  well  pretend  ( independent 
of  piety)  Co  make  thunder  and  lightning, 
as  real  Joy.  1  say  real  ]oy  ;  Joy  we  may 
make,  but  not  cheerfulness.  Joy  may 
subsist  without  thought ;  cheerfulness  rises 
from  it.  Joy  is  from  the  pulse ;  cheerful¬ 
ness  from  the  heart.  That  may  give  a 
momentary  flash  of  pleasure :  this  alone 
makes  a  happy  man. 
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extraordinary  inetance  of  Divine  Providence 

exerted  in  the  preiert^aiion  of  two  Infants. 

In  the  year  1782,  a  vessel,  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Company,  returning  to  England 
from  the  East-Indies,  having  met  with  vio¬ 
lent  storms,  was  upon  the  verge  of  sink¬ 
ing.  At  this  dreadful  moment,  eight  of 
the  sailors  seized  upon  a  small  boat,  being 
the  only  one  which  the  ship  then  had,  and 
instantly  rowed  ‘off,  leaving  the  rest  of  the 
crew  to  perish.  Necessity  compelled  them 
to  adopt  this  painful  measure,  because  the 
boat  could  hold  no  more,  without  the  ut¬ 
most  danger.  The  sailors  on  board  the 
vessel,  begged  them  to  return,  and  take 
two  helpless  infants,  who  could  add  very 
little  weight  to  the  boat.  The  fellows, 
melted  with  compassion  at  the  sight  of  the 
infants,  returned,  after  having  obtained  a 
promise  that  not  a  man  should  set  his  foot 
in  the  boat.  Tliey  received  the  children, 
and  again  rowed  off  Not  a  man  attempt¬ 
ed  to  save  his  life  by  leaping  into  the  boat, 
they  had  too  much  regard  to  the  solemn 
promise  they  had  made,  and  permitted 
the  fellows  to  depart  without  molestation. 
Thus  did  these  brave  seamen,  in  the  hour 
of  deep  distress,  forgetting  themselves,think 
only  of  preserving  the  lives  of  two  infants. 
Before  tne  boat  was  out  of  sight,  the  vessel 
went  down,  and  every  soul  on  board  perish¬ 
ed  !  Providentially  the  boat  fell  in  with  ano¬ 
ther  East-lndia  ship,  the.Captain  of  which 
took  the  two  children,'  almost  dead  with 
cold,  put  them  into  his  own  bed,  caused 
them  to  be  rubbed,  and  recalled  the  dying 
sparks  of  life  in  their  almost  frozen  bodies. 
The  children  are  now  alive,  and  fine  young 
men,  returning  thanks  to  that  merciful 
God  w  hose  hand  was  so  conspicuous  in 
the  almost  incredible  circumstances  of  their 
preservation. 


vile  these  most  evident  operations  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  contrary  to  the  reason  of 
hfs  own  mind,  and  the  dictates  of  his  own 
conscience,  such  an  one  dias  no  further 
means  left  by  which  he  may  be  convinced 
and  brought  to  repentance,  and  therefore 
can  never  be  forgiven. 

From  this  interpretation,  it  appiears  that 
there  is  no  just  ground  for  the  appre¬ 
hension  sometimes  entertained  by  pious 
and  scrupulous  minds,  that  they  may  them¬ 
selves  be  guilty  of  the  sin  here  declared  to 
be  unpardonable,  the  sin  against  the  Holy 
Ghost ;  for  we  see  that  it  is  to  be  confined 
solely  and  exclusively  to  the  case  before 
us,  that  is,  to  the  crime  of  which  the  Phari¬ 
sees  had  been  guilty,  the  crime  of  attribu¬ 
ting  those  miracles  to  the  agency  of  evil 
spirits,  which  were  plainly  wrought  by  the 
Spirit  of  God,  and  which  they  saw  with 
their  own  eyes. 

What  c  onfirms  this  interpretation  is,  that 
this  crime  is  here  called,  not  as  is  generally 
supposed,  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  but 
blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  which 
evidently  refers  not  to  action  but  to  words; 
not  to  any  thing  done^  but  something  said^ 
against  the  Holy  Ghost.  This  being  the 
case,  it  is  clear  that  blasphemy  against  the 
Holy  Ghost  refers  solely  to  those  who  saw 
the  miracles  of  Christ.  It  is  impossible 
for  any  one,  in  these  times,  to  be  literally 
guilty  of  this  impious  and  unpardonable 
kind  of  blasphemy,  in  its  full  extent. 

PORTEUS. 


SIN  AGAINST  THE  HOLY  GHOST. 

Tberb  is  no  sin  or  blasphemy  which 
argues  such  a  total  depravation  of  mind, 
but  that  it  may  be  repented  of  and  forgiv¬ 
en,  says  Christ.  Even  he  that  speaks 
against  me,  the  Son  of  God,  and  is  not 
convinced  by  my  preaching,  may  yet  be 
afterwards  converted  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  by  the  miracles  which  he 
enables  me  and  my  disciples  to  work,  and 
may  obtain  remission  of  his  sin.  But  he 
that  shall  obstinately  resist  this  last  method 
of  conviction,  (that  of  miracles  wrought 
before  his  eyes)  and  shall  maliciously  re-. 


jMr.  Heard  having  heard  Dr.  M - 

preach,  the  Doctor  afterwards  asked  him, 
how  he  liked  his  sermon  }  Like  it 
said  Mr.  H.  Why,  Sir,  I  have  liked  it 
and  admired  it  these  twenty  years.’’  The 
Doctor  stared.  ‘‘  Upon  that  shelf,”  added 
Mr.  H.  vou  will  find  it  verbatim.  Mr. 
Boehm  was  an  excellent  preacher  !”  Mr. 
H.  was  a  bookseller ;  and  booksellers  are 
sometimes  dangerous  hearers,  when  a 
preacher  deals  in  borrowed  sermons. 


When  one  of  the  kings  of  France  soli' 
cited  Mr.  Bougier,  who  was  a  Protestant, 
to  conform  to  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
promising  him  in  return  a  commission  or 
a  government. — Sire !”  replied  he,  If 
I  could  be  persuaded  to  betray  my  God 
for  a  marshy’s  staff,  I  might  1^  induced 
to  betray  my  king  for  a  bribe  of  much  less 
value.” 
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For  the  Friendly  Visitor. 

A  NARRATIVE  IN  VERSE, 

On  the  maternal  and  filial  affection  of  Naomi 
arui  Ruth. — 1  Chap.  Ruth. 

In  a  famish’d  lend  and  widow’d  state, 
Naomi,  Ruth,  and  Orpah  w'ait, 

,  To  hear  of  some  relief ; 

The  tidings  came,  that  Bethle’m’s  land. 
Was  bless’d  by  God’s  prolific  band, 

And  this  assuag’d  (heir  grief. 

Afflicting  scene,  when  want  of  food, 

Is  follow’d  by  the  loss  of  good 
And  nearest  bosom  friends  ; 

But  must  I  not  with  humble  frame, 

Say  rive  and  take,  bless’d  be  thy  name, 
Relief  thou  sure  will  send. 

Naomi’s  heart  being  fill’d  with  love. 

And  kindred  feelings  on  her  mov’d. 

She  address’d  the  widow’d  pair : 

The  time ’s  arriv’d  that  we  must  part. 

You  both  by  love  entwine  my  heart. 

But  front  you  I  must  tear. 

Oh !  may  I  not  in  her  remark, 

A  tender  mother’s  feeling  heart. 

With  poverty  oppress’d ; 

With  age  o’ereome,  the  hour  arriv’d, 

She  views  her  children  now  depriv’d. 

Of  ease  and  happiness. 

Qo  with  your  friends,  and  I  with  mine, 

1  pray  the  Lord  in  grace  divine. 

To  pay  you  for  your  love  ; 

My  sons — your  husbands — they  are  gone, 
Down  to  the  shades,  by  death  are  borne, 
But  soon  we’ll  meet  above. 

The  last  farewell  ahd  fervent  pray’r. 

From  pious  mother’s  ardent  care, 

Affecting  is  indeed ; 

A  last  response  of  private  woes, 

Before  the  soul  to  glory  goes, 

With  love  the  mind  will  lead. 

Orpah  and  Ruth,  now  kiss  her  cheek. 

And  mingling  tears,  with  ardour  speat. 

The  anguish  at  the  thought ; 

With  thee  we’ll  go,  we  cannot  part. 

To  thee  we’ll  cleave,  where  e’er  thou  art, 
These  feeling  thou  hast  taught. 

Oh  !  what  more  lovely,  oh  my  soul. 

For  aged  parents  to  behold, 

Thefr  tender  loving  child ; 

Nor  will  I  wait  till  they  are  gone, 

And  from  me  are  for  ever  torn, 

But  love  them  all  the  while. 

Entreat  me  not,  says  Ruth  to  turn, 

For  with  pure  love  my  heart  doth  burn, 

Ta  follow  after  thee  ; 

For  Wthere  thou  goest  1  will  go, 

*And  where  thou  lodges!  I  will  too, 

'  Andiione  shall  hinder  me. 


Thy  people  shall  my  people  be. 

Thy  Goa  will  be  a  God  to  me. 

And  nought  shall  part  us  here ; 

For  where  thou  diest  1  will  die. 

And  near  thy  bones,  mine  too  shall  lie, 
’Till  both  the  summons  hear. 

Here  pause  my  soul,  and  let  us  see, 

A  fund  of  knowledge  drawn  for  thee, 
Apply  it  closely  home  ; 

If  poverty  stands  in  the  way. 

Or  wealth,  its  snares  around  thee  lay, 

Art  thou  resolv’d  to  go. 

If  kindred,  friends,  and  native  place, 
Attract  thee  from  the  path  of  grace. 

Still  cans!  thou  firmly  stand ; 

Then  blessings  rich  ahead  are  hid, 

For  thee  and  all  who  will  be  led. 

To  follow  his  command. 

SYLMON. 


Remember  Ihy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth. 
Eccle.  xii.  1. 

Fain  would  I  in  my  earliest  days. 

Be  mindful  of  my  God  ; 

My  God  who  made  me  by  his  grace, 
And  bought  me  with  his  blood : 

That  young  I  may  observe  tby  word, 
And  not  in  age  depart ; 

Come,  O  my  dear  redeeming  Lord, 
And  dwell  within  my  heart.  ^ 
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SATURDAY,  MARCH  19,  1825. 

aaaMfiMSfiiSMBMasaaassBaiKS* 

Our  subscribers  will  recollect,  that  the 
quarterly  subscription  will  be  due^  on  the 
next  number  ;  and  we  hope  all  those  who 
have  not  paid,  will  have  a  half-dollar  ready 
for  the  carrier  next  Saturday,  as  we  calcu¬ 
late  on  being  punctual  in  settling  once  a 
quarter. — As  we  have  no  one  employed 
to  get  subscribers,  we  solicit  the  good  will 
of  our  friends  to  aid  in  increasing  our  list ; 
as  yet  we  cannot  meet  all  expenses. 

A  cheap  school  is  to  be  opened  at  Red- 
diiig,  in  Connecticut,  the  1 5th  April,  where 
boys  can  have  board,  washing  and  mend- 
ing,  together  with  schooling,  for  one  dollar 
twenty-five  cents  per  week,  under  the  in-  . 
spection  of  a  good  teacher,  and  in  a  plea¬ 
sant  and  good  neighbourhood.  Parents 
who  wish  to  put  their  children  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  can  have  further  information  by  call¬ 
ing  on  W.  M.  Stilwell,  No.  X44  Bowery. 
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BiynatMARy. _ 

DOMESTIC. 

Mr  R<»bert  Wrnith,  wl?ile  «('  work  on  board 
tlif»  Stontn-Biml  Scbitn,  at  Ciiiririnati,  was  caught 
ill  the  machinery  and  killed  on  the  29th'  Janu¬ 
ary. 

A  Powder-Mill  was  blown  up  near  'Middle- 
field,  Con.  Two  men  were  severely  burnt: — 
ofie  expired  in  great  agony  !  the  other  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  recover. 

On  the  2d  inst.  Mrs  Fanny  Mosely,  of  Fort 
rovirigfon,  New-York,  was  shut  dead  while 
asleep  in  bed,  by  a  young  man  wdiom  she  refus¬ 
ed  to  marry 

John  Quincy  Adams  was  born  llth  July, 
1767,  he  is  therefore  nearly -litty-eight  years  old. 

A  person  by  Ihe  name  of  VVilliam  Simpson, 
was  murdered  near  Centerville,  Va.  and  robbed 
of  ^IjHK).  He  was  shot  through  the  head  and 
stabbed.  Four  persons  have  been  taken  up  on 
8Usf)lcion. 

Ill  Maryl.and,  Catharine  Sialey,  sued  Charles 
Burkhart  for  a  brearh  of  promise  of  marriage, 
lately,  and  c»btalned  The  juries  on  this 

subject,  of  late,  seem  determined  to  compel 
men  to  keep  their  w’ord  w’heii  given  to  a  W'o- 
man.  As  these  suits  seem  to  become  common, 
Men  must  take  care  how  they  enter  into  en¬ 
gagements  of  this  nature. 

A  National  Tract  Society  has  been  formed  in 
this  city,  a  few  days  since  ;  and  at  a  meeting 
held  last  week, 12,5(H)  was  subscribed  tovvards 
erecting  a  building,  which  is  calculated  to  cost 

The  new  Post-Office  law  allo%vs  printers  to 
.send  written  or  printed  notices  of  their  accounts 
to  their  snh?crihers  ;  and  imposes  a  fine  of  fifty 
dollars  on  any  Post-Master  for  keeping  any 
new*8paper  fn>m  its  owner,  or  looking  into  any 
packet  not  di'signed  for  his  office. 

Capt  John  Franklin,  commander  of  the  Land 
Arctic  Fxpeditiofi,  with  idher  gentlemen  and 
servants,  arrived  in  the  packet  ship  Columbia, 
on  Tne>dHy. 

Lake  F.rie  w*a.s  free  from  ice  on  the  8th  inst. 
very  unconunon,  as  liie  average  time  for  the 
last  six  years,  has  been  from  the  6th  to  the  lOth 
d  May.  - 

FORFIGN. 

Mr.  Mnirhead,  the  Receiver  General  of  the 
5-Ir  id  of  .l.iniaica,  has  failed,  indebted  ti>  gov¬ 
ernment  it  is  said,  £8(>,4o2.  The  public  chest 
nad  never  been  counted  since  he  came  into  of- 
rce. 

The  schooner  Jane-.Maria,  arrived  at  Kings¬ 
ton  on  the  Isih  February,  from  Curracoa,  re- 
that  w  hile  tlo're,  tirtnl^f-fonr  boJUs  teiih 
Ihf  hccffs  eiii  off,  were  \VH>hed  ashore  at  that 
place,  snpt»osed  to  be  the  cre\v  of  an  American 
ship,  w  idcii  had  sailed  from  Curracoa  a  few  days 
prt‘vuuis  ! 

.\n  English  agent  has  arrived  in  South-Amer- 
ira,  with  the  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  the  Repnidic  of  Colombia  by  Great-Britain. 

Mr.  Jonah  Taylor,  in  London,  was  convicted 
of  keeping  a  gambling-house,  and  fined  £A,000 
and  give  securities  for  five  years  for  £9,(XH). 

Iron,  in  England;  has  riaento  double  the  price 
It  was  ia 


German  papers  mention  that  Ostend,  the 
neighbourhood  of  Durgenden,  &c.  have  suffer¬ 
ed  recently  from  iiiundafions.  The  city  of 
Amsterdam  had  been  exposed  to  great  danger, 
and  property  to  a  considerable  amount  had 
been  destroyed. 

By  the  rupture  of  the  Dyke  at  Oostesund,  a 
hundred  manufactories  and  mills  were  destroy¬ 
ed,  men,  women,  and  children,  arc  arriving  ev¬ 
ery  moment  at  Amsterdam,  in  the  most  shock¬ 
ing  condition.  All  the  lodgings,  barracks,  or¬ 
phan-houses,  and  charitable  iiKstitutions,  are 
crow  ded  with  unhappy  people,  who  have  saved 
themselves  on  the  roofs  of  their  habitations. 

Freisland  is  dreadfully  ravaged.  The  Isle  of 
Schoklaiid  in  Zuiderzee  is  entirely  destroyed; 
and  the  greatest  alarm  is  felt  for  her  inhabitants. 
The  Isle  of  Terschelling  is  totally  ravaged,  and 
the  Texil  presents  a  most  afflicting  scene. 

The  accounts  from  Dooriispyk  and  other  pla¬ 
ces  of  5lh  Fell,  contain  afflicting  details  ;  be¬ 
tween  20  and  30  persons  perished  at  Doom- 
spyk. 


MARniED. 

On  Ihe  24th  ult.  by  Rev.  Mr.  MoMurray,  Mr.  Wm.  A* 
Week,  of  Greenwich,  Cun.  to  Miss  tiannah  D.  Sands,  of  this 
cito.  • 

On  the  1st  inst.  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Phoebus,  Mr.  Daniel 
Reeder  to  Miss  RpIjcccr  Ryder,  all  of  this  city. 

On  the  8th  inst.  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Feltus,  Mr.  Stephen  Al¬ 
len  to  Miss  Hannah  Durnum,  both  of  this  city. 

On  the  lOth  inst.  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Philips,  Mr.  Charles  S. 
Watkins,  of  this  city,  to  Miss  Abigal  H.  daughter  of  Capt. 
ThecHiure  Bellows,  of  Charlestown,  X.  H. 

On  Sunday  evening,  by  ibe  Rev.  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Patrick 
Dooling  Lynch,  merchant,  to  Mrs.  Experience  Ann  Wads¬ 
worth.  all  of  this  city. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Milledolar,  George  P* 
Morris,  Esq.  Etiitor  of  the  New-York  Mirror,  to  Miss  Mary 
W.  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  George  F.  Hopkins,  ail  of  this 
city. 


On  Monday  evening,  by  Rev  Mr.  Brientnall.  Mr.  David 
W  Sherry  to  Miss  Elixa,  daugher  of  Mr.  Jameson  Cox,  of 
this  city. 


DIED. 


On  the  10th  inst.  Mr.  ITuinphrey  Riiderow. 

The  same  dav.  Mr.  William  Boss,  aged  23- 

On  the  mb  inst  Mr.  Rotlerick  McKinnon,  aged  25. 

The  same  day,  Mr.  James  M’C'lure,  need  85. 

The  same  day,  Mi*s.  Elizabeth  wife  of  Mr.  P.  Moss,  20. 

The  same  day,  i^lrs.  Elizabeth  A.  wife  of  Jonathan  Lit¬ 
tle,  Esq.  aged  56. 

On  the  I2ih  inst.  Mr.  William  Iloogland,  aged  53,  late 
keeper  of  ihe  Penitentiary. 

On  the  tSth  inst.  Mr.  Samuel  Dickson,  aged  47,  after  a 
long  illness. 

On  ttie  14th  inst.  Mr.  Ezra  Smith,  after  a  short  illnesa* 
aged  31. 

The  same  day,  Mr.  Silas  Totten,  aged  86. 

On  the  15th  inst-  the  Rev-  John  McClure,  in  the  24tla 
year  of  his  age,  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  of  tliisci^* 

Wednesday,  Mr.  Paul  Hick,  73 

Deaths  last  week  in  this  city,  78;  in  Phihuielphln,  85. 


Joko  C.  Totten,  Prater,  No.  9  Bowery* 


